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Wetlands are important to our lives. They supply us with freshwater as well as other vital resources.
Wetlands also inspire artists and craftsmen for creating crafts and tools respectively. Our present civilisation
is indebted to our predecessors who laid the foundation of human civilisation in wetlands.
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Human settlements have been developed around rivers for millennia. They settled along rivers to obtain
freshwater.
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Rivers bring fertile soil for agricultural activity, and provide watercourses for transport and trade of grains,
minerals, materials and products. Communities located along the watercourses gradually became centres of
trade and finance. Rivers also function as a centre of social life, offering opportunities for recreation and
religious activities.

The four great ancient civilisations were originated in wetlands. The Sumerian Civilisation was originated in
the Mesopotamia; the Ancient Egypt Civilisation was originated along the River Nile; the Harappan
Civilisation was originated in the Indus Valley, and the Shang Civilisation was developed along the Huang He
(Yellow River).
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Origin of the Sumerian Civilisation: Mesopotamia
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“Mesopotamia” is an ancient Greek word meaning
“Land between the rivers”. The rivers described are
the River Tigris and River Euphrates, which flow
through the modern Iran and Iraq. The fertile soil in
the floodplain attracted Sumerians to seftle there.
After settling, they developed into stable communities.
The Sumerian civilisation was developed around
3500 BC in southern Mesopotamia.
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The soil nutrients of Mesopotamia were enriched by
the seasonal flooding. A variety of crops such as
barley, wheat, flax, sesame and many fruits were
produced there. In order to conirol the flood,
Sumerians constructed levees to hold back the flood
water in wet season. They made pores on the levees
to allow water flowing through canals to irrigate their
crops in dry season. People made mud-brick by
collecting mud from the river and dried it under the
sun. They used these bricks to construct house,
temples and city walls.

It is believed that the Sumerians developed one of the oldest written languages. They wrote on clay tablets
with long reeds while the clay was still wet. The clay tablet then hardened and become a permanent record.

The two Rivers also served as channels for transportation. The convenience in transportation enhanced
communication among different communities, thua favoured the exchange of technology and craft among the
communities in Mesopotamia. P
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Song People and the River Bian

frTEEA  ARPETEARETRKGE - t&
AR ARARSUEEEEA " 5 AR B Al
DBAEAFEIREE TR ( RS IREREE )
WAR - EHBEERNMAESRARBMNER - BXE
T BERTAEMAYVEE) - FIANFHE IR © HiEY
ADKER - EXERNEY « RIAKE -

Apart from the Sumerians, ancient Chinese also
chose to settle near rivers. From the scroll -
“Qingming Shanghe Tu” which is being displayed in
the Human Culture Gallery in Hong Kong Wetland
Park, we can see how people lived in the riverside
city of Bian. Bian (now known as Kaifeng City in
Henan Province) was the capital of the Northern S&EFILIERA LABBSHFSMRFIMTREERR - T8
Song Dynasty. The artist recorded the wide range of ; ]
activities that closely connected with the river. For
example, farming, washing clothes, extracting
freshwater for irrigation, transporting massive and
bulky goods along the river, as well as boating.
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activities including farming or
associated with the river in Qingming Shanghe Tu
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Amsterdam of Netherlands and New York of the United States had been developed into prosperous trade
centres in the 17th Century and the 20th Century respectively.

Amsterdam was developed around a dam in the Amstel River in the end of the 12th Century. The water
channel between the dam and the sluices at the mouth of the Amstel River turned into a harbour (the present
Damrak). In due course, it facilitated the trading of surplus of fish to foreign markets and the transportation of
good cargoes. The rise of Amsterdam resulted from active trading among coastal area near Germany.
Around 1400, conflicts arose due to the rapid commercial expansion, several Dutch cities including
Amsterdam sent warships to secure free passage, which enabled Amsterdam to control the Baltic trade from
the end of the 15th Century. All these led to the Golden Age of Amsterdam in the 17th Century.

The main rivers of New York include the Hudson, Mohawk and Genesee rivers. All developments started
around Hudson Bay, the gateway to the Atlantic Ocean. The Dutch settled for 40 years as they named it the
New Netherland between 1624 and 1664. Then it was conquered by the English and then named New York
in honor of the Duke of York. The United States declared its independence in 1776 and New York became
one of the original 13 states of the Federal Union. The official flag adopted in 1901 contained the picture of
two boats sailing on the Hudson River.
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“Time machine” in the Human Culture Gallery
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The videos showing in “Time machine” in the Human Culture Gallery take you back to the past. You will see

how people utilise valuable wetland resources at Mesopotamia circa 3500 BC, at Angkor circa 12th Century,
at Amsterdam circa 17th Century and at New York in 1920.
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