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What are Dragonflies?
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The dragontlies (order Odonata) that we mention day-to-day actually Include suborder
Anisoptera (mainly robust dragonflies), suborder Zygoptera (commonly known as damselflies)
and suborder Anisozygoptera. Since the first dragonfly (Black-banded Gossamerwing) was
recorded in 1854, to date, more than 125 dragonfly species have been recorded in Hong Kong.
Dragonflies live in ponds, marshes and streams. They vary in body size, but all of them are
camivorous insects.
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Body Structurs of Dragonflies
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Differences between Dragonflies and Damselflies
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Naiads of dragonflies and damselflies are generally aquatic. They prey on various

‘aquatic animals, such as small fishes and insects.
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Life cycle of
Pied Skimmer
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undergo is with only three stages: egg, naiad and
adult {without pupa). Before they become adults, they need to go through a process called
emergence.
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Interesting Behaviours of Dragonflies
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i ' Naiads have to moult every time when they outgrow their exoskeleton. After 8-15 times of Chirase Grosnirg
/ N imoulting, in the last moulting, the process of hardening of soft body and soft glistening
" wing as well s attainment of full mature colouration is called “emergence” . Emergence SEEESEA Skimning the Uater Surface
- may take several hours, they are unable to move and not protected by exoskeleton during S BTEKSD
DN R AR e, the period. Therefore, most dragonflies emerge shortly after dusk in order to reduce the X ®
risk of being predated. Dragonfiies ate spawning when their sbdomen is skimming the water
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More raeuse e cende saustic plants or inside the stem of emerped plants 1o increase the
. survival rate of the eggs.
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Most dragonflies lay eggs in water after mating. After hatching, naiads spand their life underwater E¥ing along binocutars w1d cragonfly fiokd auides
‘which is the longest stage in their life. N BESFRITEEEY
» :  ERREERBREN 30.5 mm Do not disturb the wildlife while watching
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Naiads are very sensitive to the quality of water bodies they are living in. Some species are G — A 3
‘even specific 1o certain microhabitats only. . ;md anoaim and polluting the environment.
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Since dragonflies can be easily observed in the wild, they are ideal indicator organisms for N &l * EBRRE

ecological monitoring. Regular surveys on the population and species competition
of adults and naiads of dragonflies can effectively help monitor the conditions of wetlands.
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What can We Do to
Protect Dragonflies?
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Stream Walk, Life Zone, Succession Walk and Wildside Walk of the Hong Kong Wetland Park
are ideal places to cbserve dragonflies
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Adchess : Wetland Park Road, Tin Srui Wai, New Territories Hoog Korg
EE Tel : 3152 2666

HBh Websito : wvaw.wetlandoark.gov.bk AELRASE i
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IR 8 pieces

4B K< Gross Dimensions : 290cm (W) x 170cm (H)
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