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e R {EA — BB The Living fossil in wetlands — Horseshoe Crab

%#%E%@

RSERBUERKE  DRREMR - PER  BHRRERE
R REBEBIAPEARREER -

Today, there are four species of horseshoe crabs, Limulus polyphemus.

Tachypleus fridentatus , Tachypleus gigas and Carcinoscorpius rofundicauda.

Both 7. fidentatus and C. rotundicauda can be found in Hong Kong.
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The Distribution of
Juvenile Horseshoe Crab in Hong Kong

Kung and Lantau Island.

Conservation Department
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[ENE = Number of panel : 35§ 3 pieces
<~} Dimension : 1 m (W) x 1.8 m (H) 3% each
48 & Total Weight : 49 12 /31 About 12 kg
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Horseshoe crabs have inhabited the earth for more than 400 million
years and their basic morphology remains almost unchanged, so
they are called ‘living fossil'.
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Horseshoe crab eggs are small with diameter of less than 1 cm. It
takes more than 1 month to hatch.
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It takes more than 10 years for horseshoe crabs to moult
approximately 15-17 times to reach maturity.
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The prosomal width of adult 7.#idenfatus can be more than 30 cm.
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Do not disturb horseshoe crabs in the wild. Appreciate them by
observation.
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Please protect the marine environment and the nursery grounds
of horseshoe crabs.
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Do not eat horseshoe crabs or purchase horseshoe crabs for
release.
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Horseshoe crab's blood clots rapidly when it
encounters endotoxin (Endotoxin in human blood
may cause allergic symptoms such as fever and
shock). It serves as a competent endotoxin
detector for pharmaceutical tests.
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The horseshoe crab'’s tail is used to plow the crab 2
through the sand. It is also need to right the crab

up when a crab accidentally tips over.
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gy Horseshoe crabs crush their food into tiny pieces
with the spiny bases of their walking legs.
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During the ebb, juvenile horseshoe crabs emerge *
from sand to search for food. Their bodies are partly
covered by sand to avoid their predators.
However, the distinctive three-lines crawling trails

expose their whereabouts.
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