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= fom on | 1 Trade in Specles of Wild Fauna and Flora® (CITES) aims to regulate
trads n apacias to protect wildlife from over exploltation or extinction. Based on the
degree of threat posed by { trade, CITES ciassifies aver 30,000 species of animals

und plantsinto three Appandices. The import, sxport. re-oxport, Introduction from the sen and possession of
the fisted speches are subject to Heansing control, Currently, there are 175 Parties.
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Classification of endangered species under CITES
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= Dver 800 highly species th d with

= Commaercial trade |s prohibited
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= Over 32,000 species
* May be threatened with extinction unless trade is controlled
* Trade is allowed subject to licensing control
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= Species |dentified by any Party to CITES as requiring cooperation of ether
Partios in controlling their trade
= Trade is subject to permits or certificates of origin
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The diverse animal and plant species listed under CITES live In varlous habitats, This display
focuses on endangered species which inhabit wetland, including sea turtle, crocodile, seahorse,
stony coral and Humphead wrasse.
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Sea Turtle e G
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Sea turties are large marine reptiies that spend most of tholr tinee in the ocean, but feturn to land for laying eges.

They have very strong navigation capability which enablas them to travel long distance back to thelr natal beaches
for nesting.
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General characteristics and adaptation of sea turtles
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The seven species of Sea Turtle in the world
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There are 7 species of sea turtle In tha workd, 8
of them have been rogorded in Hong Mong
Green Turtle is the only species known 1o nest
I Hong Kong.
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Tho nestlng boach of Green Turtie ot Sham Wan, Lamma lsiand, was designated ar a Restrctod Aroa undor the
‘Wild Animal Protection Ordinance, ﬂmptnr 170 to avoid disturbance 10 the nesting turties and thelr hatchlings.

Fisharies and (AFCD) patiols and manages the beach during nesting
seasons to provide o favarable emvironmant for the nesting and hatching.
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Over-ninting of sea lurttes which come ashore to fay eggs or mate in shailow
water for food and handicrafis. together with beach development and sea
pollution, thedr has to an level,
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Crocodiles are the largest of all living reptiles. Thore ans 2 g 1o thres familiss - the
the and tha
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Two species which belong to the and the are in Wetland Park.
Information sbaut them |s as follows:
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A 2 - Falsa Gharlals s distributed In Indonesia and the Malay Panimsuia. Thelr
ﬁ’_ - ancestons onee had Iived in Guangdong and Guangsl of Maintand China.
o Hi . Tivery are found in fresh water habitats with vegetative cover and slow-flowing

waterways such as fakes, marshes ond rivers. There are sround. 2,500
g L. Indlviduals left in the wild.
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Tha animal ks woll camoufiaged by having an elive-graen upper part with brown | = ht
stripes, cross-band patiern on the tail and a white belly. The leng and siender o)
snout enables it to catch fiah efficiantly in the wild. Apart from flshes, they aiso 1
consiiine sicts, crmstacesns (e, craba) and even smakl mammials, e
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Saltwater cracodile, E;lLIn!I’I'IQ\.IO{OJI'E Crngadyius poresus [Family Crocodytidaa)
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Ptl Pul is & saltwaler crocodile which s one 01 the hﬂrﬂﬁ reptiles in the world.
i Erow Up 1o 67 mat

2.5-3 metere. Youny saltwater crocodile leﬂla on insects, amphibian, small

ruptlies and fish: adult is copable of feading on lorge anlmils ke tuffalo,

BREEN—TI=TERTERE R R - B {H!ﬂiﬂm}ilﬂl) AR
AEE (MUSEDNRNERRR) - ERRRE R o =W SR
Pt A L SR Mot s - MaWET AR” E@U.IMW

Thera are aboul two hundred to three hundred thousands of wild saltwater
crocodiles distrituted from Australie, southem Asia (Bangiadesh and Mynnmar)
to Pacific reglon (Papua New Guinea and Pelau), They are adapted 1o water with
hign satinity mnd living matnky in cosstal and estuarine arsas, just lke Shan Pul
River whars Pul Pul was found.
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As the hides of crocodiles have always bean used to yield valuable leather
mnd their meat is belleved to have medicinal value, people have Kept on
hunting crocodites. This jeads to the gradual decreass in their population,
Morecver, as the rivers and coastal areas are polluted, crocodiles are under
the threat of extinction.
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Hum P head wrasse creninus undulatus s
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The Humphead Wrasse |s 8 coral ref fish that can grow to over two maters In fength. it con be found in the
Inda-Pacific ragion, from East Africa across the Indlan Ocean and o farge orea of the Pacific Ocean to south-
ern Japan In the north, and north-sastern Austraila in the soulh.
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- ;- Juvenlles occur In coralrich press of lagoon reefs
L Adults live In steep offshore reef siopes, reef channels
| and nre usually solitary. Humphead wrasse can five to
A at loast 30 years old and attain sexaal matority at

around 5 years old.
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Humphesd winsse fecds primarity on mollusks, ses urchins,
otustacaans and fishes. They also prey on toxle animals.

ER A0 A S R G R 8 0 5 S RGP 2  -
0L - W < PRTNEEELR I R T R - RPN R
Dug to Intenalve fishing on their juvenils and adult, ond destrugtive
fishing methods [e.g. use of explosive, loxic substances, eleciricity,
suction devices and dredging for the purpose of fishing) that
destroy their habitat, the population of Humphsad wrasse
decresses drastically.
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Seahorse, ns s names Impiies, resembles o horse ving in the
seq. Il is the only fish species that s monogamous. The famake
deposils her agis inlo the brood pouch locating et the ventral
tront facing side of the mnle s body after mating and the fathar
then are borm after &
gostation perod of 22 - 30 days. The size of each brood is about
250 on sverage lor i fully grown seahotss.
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Seahorse can be found In- shallow tropical and temperate
wertars throughoul the world, They range from 1.5 cm to 35 om
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Tradiional medicine accounts for the largest consumption of
seahorses. Moroover, pet trade, habital lass and degradation led
to further deciine in their population.

in length. They usually anchor themselves Lo sea grass of coml F Y
with thelr talls, and feed on ¥
and smail with their snauls. 4 .
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StOny coral Appendixl
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Corals are colonies of anemone-like individuals, Stony corais are
made up of Individuals called polyps and have hard skeletons:
Each individual polyp has its own cup-like skeletal struclure for
retreat. Tiny algae living in the tissue of stony corals help to bulld
up their host's skeletons, which make & ieef. Stony corals that
grow In Hong Mong waters do nol make proper reafs becauss tha
water is too cold In winter,

pat bl a

Tha geveral str u(tuw of the polyp

EREPEUR rey of a2y conel

amine

B
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Coral reefs play an important rola in the marine ecology and
provide plenty of food for marine ife. Unfortunataly, some human
activities, such as scuba diving and trawling, may destroy the coral
reafs. Besides, live stony eoral ks highly demandad in the aguarium
trade. Thoy are and kept at tank as a
decoration In household.

Conventlon on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora” and the Threatened Wetland Species
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Protection of Endangered Species
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CITES has been implemented in Hong Hong since 1978, The Comvention continues to apply to the Hong Kong
Special Mmrnlsmtlw Region (HKSAR) aftor 30 June, 1987, Hong Kong fuhy committed to [t Implemantation
Eheoiigh law and publi The F Spacies of Animals nd
Plants Ordinance, Chapter 586 is the jocal legisiation which gives al'!'eclw he CI‘I‘ES The Ordinance requires &
licence to be lssued in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department for the import, export,
re-expord, introduction from the sea o of ap spectes whether alive; dead, its
parts or oxcept those
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What can we do to Protect endangered species?
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