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2 February WORLD
WETLANDS DAY
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R':""""::'rCcmvention

Ramrﬂnnwnﬁnn (also called Convention on Wetlands of Intermational
Importance), adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971, is
an intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national
action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise
use of wetlands and their resources. As at February 2011, there are
160 contracting parties all over the world. Over 1,900 sites with
a total area of more than 180 million hectares are designated as
wetlands of international importance.
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What are\vetlands?

Wathnﬂs are places where land and water meet. There are plenty of
examples illustrated in Ramsar Convention: "areas of marsh, fen,
peatiand or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary,
with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including

‘areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed

six metres”. Examples of wetlands are lakes, rivers, ponds, marshes,

1

-

l‘.
i 1'-'!"" L

5 iRt H2011—

i St B4 R

E’ FmeA28 E’Hﬁﬁ.‘ﬂm‘ RikH - LSS ERAL
(&) HETA BT « 2RBZHEITHE - JFHTEE - U
”F-""-'IE!ii"ﬂHia*h RMEESABHARMER - SRE2H
LRI °

20115 2 LEEE40E S - GEBeER201MSTES

Ilﬁﬁﬁn:‘.ﬁ‘ij R AN RMEENB201MEH RAMBES
T A BRG] - P [EHR—RBREAKREESH ]
fEBOE - MUEREAFMTREGHARRICAEZM -

World Wetlands Day 2011—
Wetlands and Forests

T he World Wetlands Day on 2 February each year marks the date
of the adoption of the Convention. Government agencies, non-govemmental
organizations, and groups of citizens at all levels of the community
take the opportunity to raise public awareness of wetland values and
benefits in general and the Ramsar Convention in particular.

Year 2011 is the 40th anniversary of the Ramsar Convention.
In response to the International Year of Forests declared by
the United Nations General Assembly, the theme for the World
Wetlands Day 2011 is "Wetlands and Forests” -Tmmwm
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What are
Forested Wetlands?

Fnﬂstsarn usually terrestrial hutﬂmzimm\.\hhhlrl always or
often very wet. Some forests are even submerged in water. The Ramsar
Convention classified these forested wetlands mﬁﬁm-mm

O Intertidal forested wetlands: mmmmm tidal
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The Importqnce
of Forested Wetlands

lnland swamp forests protect catchments and improve water quality
while coastal swamp forests protect coasts against storms and rising sea
levels in some cases. Forested wetlands also provide diverse habitats for
an impressive range of animal and plant species, thus contributing
significantly to biodiversity. Besides, they provide water and food for
humans, and more importantly, livelihoods for local communities.

Forested wetlands are particularly important stores of carbon. Forests
absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through photosynthesis.
Besides, the low oxygen level of waterlogged forested wetlands also
slows the decomposition process of fallen branches and leaves, and
hence imits the release of carbon dioxide. Forests have a vitally important
role to play in mitigating and adapting to climate change.

The lbose and soft soil of some forested wetlands acts as a huge sponge to
absorb large amount of rain water, thus prevent flooding around
rivarbanks, lakesides and downstream areas during rainy seasons,
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Forested Wetlands of
Hong Kong

Hnng Kong has a small land area of 1,104km" but it consists of
diverse habitats, including various wetlands such as streams,
artificial fish ponds, paddy fields, mangroves, reservoirs, ponds
and coral communites. Among these, mangroves are the best

examples of forested wetlands.
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Mangroves

Mangmva forests are distributed in tropical and subtropical regions
and commonly found in inter-tidal brackish waters. In Hong Kong,
mangrove habitats are located at the coastal areas of Sai Kung,
northeast New Territories, Tolo Harbour, Deep Bay, Lantau Island
and Hong Kong Island. The mangrove habitat in the Mai Po Inner
Deep Bay Ramsar Site is the largest stand in Hong Kong.

Mangroves are of vital importance to both human and the environment:
© Provide food and habitats for a wide range of fauna and flora

& A natural barrier to protect coastlines from the attack of strong
water waves

& Filtering pollutants and sediments in water

O Provide food for human, such as fishes and gei wai shrimps

~© Some mangrove plants can be used as medicines or dyes
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Forests Wellands and Water —
A Powerful Relationship

Catu:hn'lant forests play a vital role in the water cycle and as a strong
influence on how water is routed through the catchment and stored.

Forests have a significant impact on the levels of evaporation and
transpiration of water into the atmosphere, which in turn affects rainfall.

Compared with other shorter vegetations (like grasslands), forests need
more water because they have a higher evaporation and transpiration
rate. Meanwhile, forest soils absorb and retain water easily and tree roots

‘hold soils and reduce soil erosion, thus maintain the quality of the water

stored for downstream wetlands. The values of forests are gaining
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Threats

Similar to other habitats, forests and forested wetlands are
threatened by human activities. Conversion to agriculture fields,

unsustainable harvesting of timber, unsound land management practices
and creation of human settlements are the major threats to forests.

The rate of loss of forests is serious. Between 2000 and 2010, we are
continuously losing 130,000 km- of forest each year globally. That is
an area equal to the size of Greece.
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Let's contribute to
our environment

Fnrasts, wetlands and water resources are interrelated; they all
need our precious protection and we cannot lose any one of them.
For our next generations, let’s take action now:

@ Conserve our wetlands and forests

2 Protect our water resources

@ Live simply, save water and natural resources

Fi#iRE it E Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Address: Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai, New Terntories, Hong Kong
B Tel 3152 2666

W8 Fax: 3152 2668
it Website: www wetlandpark. gov.hk
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