T EBRHOE

T ¥ P
go 1dh 4 E
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
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1. FBDBREHREEERA
Do not step on the roots or damage the tree

2. FEBBEMEREHE LRSI

Do not disturb any arboreal animals

3. EpfpfEM RS A BRERE - TR
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Do not touch the plant, as some species contain
toxins or can cause allergic reactions

4. HERIAITIEERIAMNERRER
Search for relevant information before going out on
a field trip to observe trees

5. ARG E B (FECER A

Take photos and keep notes as records

6. ERMBAGERIHMEE SR BILAE
Bt B RIAERAERR
Stay well clear upon discovering any hazard on a
tree or other abnormal conditions, and immediately

contact the relevant authority 3
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
#hik Address : BB AR KE R AR
Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai,
New Territories, Hong Kong
EE Tel. : 3152 2666
B H Fax : 3152 2668
#931t Website : www.wetlandpark.gov.hk
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Trees can be found all around us. They play
an indispensable role in the environment,
the ecology as well as the social and cultural
aspects. Hong Kong Wetland Park has diverse
habitats for mahy different plants, supporting
a variety of wildlife. Since ancient times, trees
have been closely related to humanity. Trees
not only provide us with tremendous resources
such as food, medicines and timber, they can
also be used as ornamental plants.
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The Importance and Natural Functions
of Trees

1. BEXAER  B-EHRELAER
Convert carbon dioxide to oxygen in photosynthetic
process

2. REEEYMRUERNRERR

Provide food and shelter for wildlife

3. REABRBLEERTE - MK - KB - RYME
mE
Provide everyday necessities for humans, such as
paper, furniture, food and medicines

4. #HIURE
Green the environment

5. MEBRLIEMRAKLIRE
Holding on and stabilising the soil, and prevent soil
erosion
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Appreciating a Tree's Structure
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Each tree consists of three main parts, i.e., the crown,
the trunk and the root. The crown includes branches,
leaves, flowers and fruits. Since these structures tend
to vary between species of trees, we can identify a tree
by observing the characteristics of these parts.
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The Trees and Us
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BEMFHFIBZRERTHR

Despite the fact that Hong Kong is a highly urbanised city; trees are
closely connected with our daily life. Some trees are even
deeply rooted in our culture and history.
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Ene origin of the name ‘Hong Kong' —

cense Tree (Aquilaria sinensis)
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When the trunk of Incense Tree is infected by fungi, it produces a resin
which is used as the raw material of a Chinese herbal medicine. The fruit
of the Incense Tree has a unique shape, like a miniature bottle gourd. It
is interesting to watch the bottle gourds dangling from the trees. In the

past, the aromatic Incense Tree and its products were produced and
exported from Hong Kong, thus Hong Kong earned the name “Fragrant

Harbour”.
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n:ng Kong's Floral Emblem —
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ng Kong Orchid Tree (Bauhinia x blakeana)
FEARIEN 880 F AN —FIBILIRRRER - KBS o

N )& £ (Sir Henry Blake) A9 K#ES
EAEEBHMHIE

The Hong Kong Orchid Tree (Bauhinia) was first discovered on a hillslope
close to the sea in Pok Fu Lam in 1880. The scientific name was
subsequently designated in honour of Governor Sir Henry Blake. The
flower has five magenta and pink petals, and botanists believe the tree
originated from spontaneous hybridisation of two species of plants. The
flower was chosen as the floral emblem of Hong Kong.
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Leaves are specialised for photosynthesis. They can be
observed throughout the four seasons. Great variations in

shapes, veins and textures can be found on leaves, some of
which emit special scents that can help in tree identification.
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Peltate Rhombic Hoof-shaped
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Fruits contain seeds and assist in seed dispersal. The
morphology and characteristics of fruits vary greatly across
different species of trees.
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Flower is the reproductive organ of a tree. Although most
flowers only blossom for a short period of time, they are the
most attractive part of a tree when in bloom. It is essential to
note the flowering season when appreciating trees. The sizes,
scents, shapes and colours of flowers are also key aspects
for observation and identification.
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Powder puff-like Butterfly-shaped Wheel-shaped
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The colour, texture and grain patterns of a tree trunk are
different between species, which may guide us in tree
identification.
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Legume Follicle Syconium
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Hong Kong's Precious Camellias

T8

Shallowly cracked Smooth Deeply cracked
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There are 10 species of native Camellia trees in Hong Kong, they have large and beautiful flowers but

most of these are rare species. Native Camellias are now protected by legal statutes. The following
two species were first discovered and described in Hong Kong, and are included in the List of

Threatened Plants of China.
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!—Iong Kong Camellia)
amellia hongkongensis
fE8 11218
Flowering period: December to January

PEIRAREEMN S8

Current conservation status in China: Endangered
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This species was first discovered in Victoria Peak and thereafter in
other spots on Hong Kong Island. It is the only native Camellia that

has red flowers.
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g:r'apnell's Camellia)
amellia crapnelliana
fELER - 12-1H
Flowering period: December to January

HEIERRERR : B

Current conservation status in China: Vulnerable
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This species was first discovered on Mount Parker, Hong Kong
Island. It has orange-red bark and white flowers while it is also a very

pretty ornamental plant. Its refined seed oil is edible.
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(Lance-leaved Sterculia)
Sterculia lanceolata
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TEHA : 4-5H
Flowering period: April to May
RH:BEZF

Fruiting period: Summer

PR ER B RTINS B THER -
Lance-leaved Sterculia is a fruit used in ritual offering
during the Seven Sisters’ Festival, from which its

nickname, Seven Sisters’ Fruit, is derived. )
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(Myrobalan)
Phyllanthus emblica

{eHA : 4-6H

Flowering period: April to June
RHEA: 798

Fruiting period: July to September
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The dried leaves of this plant are used as pillow stuffing.
Pillows made with these leaves can give a cool feeling
during hot summer. The fruit is edible. Although the fruit
initially gives a bitter taste, but after chewing, it turns into
a sweetening flavour. There is an old Chinese saying “life
with the flavour of the Myrobalan”, which is a metaphor
for the human life experience characterised by enduring
bitterness and hardship at first, but eventually prevailing to
taste the sweetness of success.
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(Pop-gun Seed)
Bridelia fomenfos

fefl: =5

Flowering period: All year round

R 25

Fruiting period: All year round
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In the old days, the fruits of this plant were collected by
children as bullets for toy guns (with bamboo shaft barrel),

so it is also called “Pop-gun Seed”. )
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(Lidded Cleistocalyx)
Cleistocalyx nervosum
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TEHA - 5-68

Flowering period: May to June

BHEKEBLER  HItEREAEZERAERERER THH
Ik B—REMH -

Lidded Cleistocalyx is normally found along waterside, its
flower is one of the ingredients of the well-known “24 Herbs
Tea”.
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(Elephant’s Ear)
Macarana tanarius var. tomentosa

v

F Fruit

feH : 4-58
Flowering period: April to May
RH: 6-88

Fruiting period: June to August

BIRTE R A TRIC SRR MATE - HLEE
MiFEEZHE  MEMNEXBFHMRB T CEFHOERE
MEE -

The plant is known as “Bloody Tree” in Chinese, as the
sap seeping from snapped branches gives a blood-like
appearance when it is oxidised. The common name of
this plant reflects the fact that its leaf resembles an

elephant’s ear. J
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(Chinese Hackberry)
Celtis sinensis

{EHA : 3-5A8
Flowering period: March to May

5RH : 9-10H

Fruiting period: September to October

AT F B EREABENARAR - Bl FERAMNE -
DRSSt EBY - EREMSEAFTRER

In the old days, the hardened immature fruits were
collected by children to be loaded into and projected
from a pump-action toy gun made with a section of thin
bamboo pipe and a chopstick as piston shaft. This toy
gun used to be employed in the favourite fighting games

for young kids. )
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Kandelia obovata

ropagules
{tHp : 4-88
Flowering period: April to August
RH: 848

Fruiting period: August to April

M 2 AE S —TEE RAE - 2R RET
SIERE (X TR eh) 2R 5808 » LUEMAETEEMNBBENE
P o Bl ER R A IRBERK - IBTERLTAHRE o
Kandelia obovata is a mangrove species that is commonly
found in the intertidal zones. It is viviparous, and develops
propagules (droppers) for reproduction in order to increase
its survival rate in the unstable intertidal area. Droppers
detach from the parent plant when mature and anchor in
the sail.
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(Hong Kong Abacus Plant)
Glochidion zeylanicum

feHl - 3-8H
Flowering period: March to August

REA:7-11H

Fruiting period: July to November

BEINCENER FVE - 2k TEBT, o

The fruits of this plant resemble the beads of an abacus,

which is why it has the name “Abacus Plant”. J
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(Camphor Tree)

Cinnamomum camphora
B O

TEHA - 4-58
Flowering period: April to May

REA:8-11H

Fruiting period: August to November

BRI RIR SRS - ErMEEPEERARRRAER o It
b MBNATRAEARE R RERE « S« REMRX
ARERL o

The sap of Camphor Tree can be refined into “camphor”,
which is used as deodorant and insect-repellent in
furniture. Moreover, the timber of this plant also has insect
and moisture-repellent properties and can be used in
construction, ship-building, furniture making and wood

carving.
. )
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(Wild Bean)
Pongamia pinnata

fE88 : 5-68

Flowering period: May to June

RHj : 8-10A
Fruiting period: August to October

HREERTEKE  URHEEEREE+MEL - BimE
% TkER ) c RERKRET - AIFEKNDEE

Wild Bean is found along waterside, and since its leaves
look very similar to that of the Wampi (Clausena lansium), it
has the Chinese name of “Water Wampi”. Its seeds have a
hydrophobic exterior shell and are floatable in water, thus

Wild Bean seeds are dispersed by water. J
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(Coastal Heritiera)
Heritiera littoralis

fE8l - Z

Flowering period: Autumn

REMERNAES - ATNBETEENEL  ©HEL
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AmEE - REIMNCEE  EHER  REB-—EHRR
B o

Coastal Heritiera can be found in the intertidal zones. To
hold the unstable soil, it develops buttress roots, which
provide strong support to the tree. The underneath
surface of the leaves is silvery white in colour. The fruit
has an interesting morphology which is ellipsoid with a

ridge on the outer edge.
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(Chinese Tallow Tree)
Sapium sebiferum

eH - 4-8R
Flowering period: April to August

RHj:8-11H

Fruiting period: August to November

ERMNEFELXREZERNEMRALE - BFEMRMA ARE
EEE KRG

The rhombic leaves turn red before falling off the trees in
winter. Seeds contain wax oil that can be used to produce

soaps and candles.
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(Ivy Tree)
Schefflera heptaphylla
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1E Flower = Frit
{EHA : 8-9H
Flowering period: August to September
RHj12-2H

Fruiting period: December to February

BEENEREERC-SH/NEMHR  FRMGIEE—
B s TR c ERABEEMER  BREKS
KREEEERIMH o

The vy Tree has palmate compound leaves comprising
6 to 8 elliptical to ovate-elliptical leaflets. As the pattern
of the leaf resembles a goose’s foot, hence it has the
Chinese name “goose’s foot plant”. Its soft and lightweight
timber is used to produce matches and lunch boxes. w
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(Longan)
Dimocarpus longan
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BE Fruit
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{EHA - 3-8H

Flowering period: March to August

REA:9-11H

Fruiting period: September to November

TRRABHER  BAEE - EREBIRKEE @ &
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Longan is a popular fruit because of its refreshing sweet
taste. The Chinese name of the plant is known as ‘Dragon’s
Eye’, because the seed looks like an eye and the fruit was
once used as tribute to the Emperor. )
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(Cuban Bast)
Hibiscus tiliaceus
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1E Flower B Fruit

TE89 - 7-88

Flowering period: July to August

TEERTBANE  MEMSE - 28FMERDIE
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This plant normally grows near seashores, and it is tolerant
to salty soils and windy conditions. It is regarded as an
ideal plant for stabilising sandy soils. Its budding flowers
are pinkish orange at first, which subsequently takes on a
yellow colour.
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